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KEPT BY THE POWER OF GOD

Recently a bunch of things have been conspiring to steal my composure
Lots of junk happening in this worl d!
have your own. At times like this the great truths of our faith provide a crucial cor
Up:eae Y rective and restoration for my soul. Today | have been meditating on 1 John 5:1.
200 We know that no one who is born of
God keeps him, and the evil one does not touch him. We know that we are of
God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. And we know
that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may
know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus
Christ. This is the(ldohnbg20GaW). and et er

First, | learn that losing my composure is not part of my true nature or desti-
ny in Christ. Regenerate people live a different way because they are different on
inside. So | remember to adjust my thinking back to my true nature.

Second, | learn a truth which trumps every earthly trial, frustration;-or fear
that the regenerate are kept by God. We are held in his hands, and are protect
loved, and provided for. Because he keeps us we have the power to carry on in t
life, no matter what is happening or how we feel. We have the confidence that F
will see us through to blessing in his presence, and he will not fail.

| also learn by the converse of that truth that | should have sorrow for the
people of this world who do not yet know Christ. They are not kept by God in this
way, in fact, they are helplessly stuck in the power of the evil one. Their condition
hopel ess apart from Godods interventio
wise and desperate things, when | see people participating in massively destruct
wars, when | see the vaunting of wildly inappropriate behavior, my reaction shoul
not be to judge people, but to help them and speak the love of Christ to them.

| see blindness to truth everywhere | look. The Apostle John explained tha
it is not because | am naturally wise but because, by the impartation of new life,
have been granted understanding. The veil is lifted from my eyes by the Holy Spir
and it is not my doing. The spiritually blind have no recourse but to navigate lift
with the veil still in place. So it should be no surprise to hear people speaking thin:
with great energy which are simply not true.

Why, after more than four decades of walking with Christ, am | still surprised
by the signs and symptoms of lostness in this world? Whatever the reason, my ps
to personal composure and restoration of soul is always the same: spending tir
with God, i n his word and in prayer.
dress. 6 Looking into his face brings
If you find yourself harried and frustrated, go back
NED Noti cl@s| tothe source of your health and wholeness. Let solitude
Sal@ ySpot|3 Wit_h God Iea_ld you back_to reality. This_ world wiII_C(_)nti_nue
being lost, sinful, and blind. It will continue to be irritating,
Mi'ssions |4 | deceptive, and dangerous. But by setting our minds on the
GCW 5 | things above, we can live above it.

You and | are kept by the power of God, but most

Di sci pl en#&k|i pewple are not. They are helpless and hopeless apart from
Christ. So leave the solitude, grab the hand of your brother

or sister, and go help someone. You are their opportunity
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Praise & Prayer, cto in :
District & Pralyer _Confer_encye o 9?60 §e"é:8‘]’é_9:,‘
April, 2017 Join President StpmboSyrtehceusBe),ar_NYch
Auburn AIIian:eDdhruerCcthorS’ and t hie grea_l-&z-_5%43|an§;ce
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Al'l i ance Polity Course Weekend | nt
Friday, NoVe&mbeirpat8ur day, NbGembBbepml
Delta Lake Bible CWVMafeaerendgeCepnbbéby
The Alliance Polity course wild/l be offered as a
course to fulfildl ordination/ consecration requir e
(MSP 203 and 204), I nternational Worker requireme
This wil/ be offered again in the spring with the
and assignments will be sent when the registratio
2016htattp:: / / nedcmaeat g/ mpeoakietnyd
Change Your Community through Job
Wednesday, Nbd e onime @ :1BQ Qedm at DLBCC
The Rome Alliance Church has held sever al commun
have resulted in opening doors into the communi:'t
Church Lead Pastor, is coordinating a one day treé
their own communities. This training is open to
on the day of training. Pl ease contact Pastor
bryce@ omealliancechurch. org
Strength Deployment I nventory (SDI
Do you enjoy building relationships and hel ping
and moving forward with your goal s? Are you mot.i
details of a project and getting the right resul
you depending on the situation. The SDI tool i's a
to I'ife when things are going well, and also how
This spring, we wi || of fer opportunities for inte
certified to use this inventory i nsflroyc@le dgchrar. cohr gr
if you are interested in receiving information at
meetings or with groups. Based on the response,
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S ur District Disastoelr HRe spomrmsec tCiorng dwintahh otrhe | c
rict to provide information on how to help throu
occur . Gary Fairchil d, t he Director of Gl obal Di
al | Alliance districts to coordinaiMieme 20 Wri cseass t fec
or tragedy strikes a community, | ocal churches ar
those in need. Sever al Al li ance churches have exp
occurred many church members offered their exper
wer e Disaster Response Manager s, doctor s, par ame
pl umber s, el ectricians, andgksdords v@AMaAt eer wo k k| |
ing with each district to create a database of in
ters occur | ocally or throughout the US. I f you
who would be Iinterested, pl ease | et me know.
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| looked around the room
this weekend at the women at-
tending the NED GCW Fall Re-
focus on Missions retreat and |
saw a representation of 38 dif-
ferent Alliance churches; which
is half of our district churches.
It was nice to see old friends, as
well as meeting some new ones
too.

One of the reasons |
would love to see more women
attend these retreats is because
| believe that their attendance
helps their local church. As
they come and hear the differ-
ent International Workers share
their experiences, as well as
hearing from different speakers
from local churches it sparks a
desire to do ministry in their
own church.

When they come to get
refocused and refreshed, they
leave ready to plunge in and do
their part to
dom. They start to develop a
heart for the things of God. And

that spark is what will help our
local pastors as they work to
reach their communities for
Christ. |l 6ve
ments from different women
that attended Fall Refocus this
past weekend.
from almost every single one
was that they loved the speak-
ers because it gave them ideas
of what they could do in their
own churches, as well as contin-
uing to support overseas mis-
sions.

My desire as Director of
the Northeastern District Great
Commission Women is to see
increased involvement so that
as a district, we are working to-
gether to bring the Good News
to a hurting world. As a pas-
tords wife and
leader in my own church, | am
always encouraged when the
ladies in my church attend a
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come back with new ideas and
enthusiasm to reach out in our
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community.
| want to urge pastors

and ministry leaders in our
churches to support Great Com-
mission Women. Encourage
your ladies to attend a retreat.
Doing so will help your ladies
develop a heart for missions
overseas, as well as enthusiasm
for reaching out to those in their
vwowmcgate @fanfluenicen i st ry

Serving With You,
Terri

Mrs. Terri A. Groh | 4
Director, NED GCW &5
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church
Hey, el/_erybody/! starting
a threepart folding theater on pet mi ni
wheels, many scripts, props, and a Carlyle
bunch of puppet friends who are ance
looking for a new church home. ; 0 ? ?
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