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 Recently a bunch of things have been conspiring to steal my composure.  
Lots of junk happening in this world!  You donõt need to know my list because you 
have your own.  At times like this the great truths of our faith provide a crucial cor-
rective and restoration for my soul.  Today I have been meditating on 1 John 5:18-
20:  òWe know that no one who is born of God sins; but He who was born of 
God keeps him, and the evil one does not touch him. We know that we are of 
God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.  And we know 
that the Son of God has come, and has given us understanding so that we may 
know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus 
Christ. This is the true God and eternal lifeó (1 John 5:18-20 NAU). 
 First, I learn that losing my composure is not part of my true nature or desti-
ny in Christ.  Regenerate people live a different way because they are different on the 
inside.  So I remember to adjust my thinking back to my true nature. 
 Second, I learn a truth which trumps every earthly trial, frustration, or fear--
that the regenerate are kept by God.  We are held in his hands, and are protected, 
loved, and provided for.  Because he keeps us we have the power to carry on in this 
life, no matter what is happening or how we feel.  We have the confidence that he 
will see us through to blessing in his presence, and he will not fail. 
 I also learn by the converse of that truth that I should have sorrow for the 
people of this world who do not yet know Christ.  They are not kept by God in this 
way, in fact, they are helplessly stuck in the power of the evil one.  Their condition is 
hopeless apart from Godõs intervention.  So when I see people saying and doing un-
wise and desperate things, when I see people participating in massively destructive 
wars, when I see the vaunting of wildly inappropriate behavior, my reaction should 
not be to judge people, but to help them and speak the love of Christ to them. 
 I see blindness to truth everywhere I look.  The Apostle John explained that 
it is not because I am naturally wise but because, by the impartation of new life, I 
have been granted understanding.  The veil is lifted from my eyes by the Holy Spirit, 
and it is not my doing.  The spiritually blind have no recourse but to navigate life 
with the veil still in place.  So it should be no surprise to hear people speaking things 
with great energy which are simply not true. 
 Why, after more than four decades of walking with Christ, am I still surprised 
by the signs and symptoms of lostness in this world?  Whatever the reason, my path 
to personal composure and restoration of soul is always the same: spending time 
with God, in his word and in prayer.  Someone has said: òReality is Godõs home ad-
dress.ó Looking into his face brings reality rushing back to me. 

 If you find yourself harried and frustrated, go back 
to the source of your health and wholeness.  Let solitude 
with God lead you back to reality.  This world will continue 
being lost, sinful, and blind.  It will continue to be irritating, 
deceptive, and dangerous.  But by setting our minds on the 
things above, we can live above it. 
 You and I are kept by the power of God, but most 
people are not.  They are helpless and hopeless apart from 
Christ.  So leave the solitude, grab the hand of your brother 
or sister, and go help someone.  You are their opportunity 
to òknow Him who is true,ó and there is no other plan. 
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NED  
Notices 

Christian Based  
Counseling Services 

Mr. James F. Lewis, LMHC 
2700 Bellevue Ave. 
Syracuse, NY 13219 
315-425-1943 

Christian counseling for 
Individual (Adult & Adolescent), 
Marriage & Family, Mental 
Health & Addictions.  Jim is a 
recognized Christian worker 

with the C&MA. 

OPEN CHURCHES 

SENIOR/INTERIM  
PASTORS 
Ý Campbell, NY 
Ý Oswego, NY (Lead/ 
Executive Co-Pastor) 

Ý Springville, NY  
Ý Waverly, NY 

STAFF PASTORS 
Ý Albion, NY ð Assistant 
Pastor of Worship/Youth 

Ý Sidney, NY ð Pastor of 
Discipleship Ministries 

Ý Ticonderoga, NYð
Worship/Youth Pastor 

District Directory Updates 

Cheektowaga, NY 
NEW CHURCH PLANT!! 
The Alliance Church  
of Cheektowaga 

Rev. James E. and Sandra J. 
Bogoniewski, Jr. 
4025 Elma Drive 

Williamsville, NY 14221 
740-331-9711 cell 

actsoflight@gmail.com 

In Transition 

Mr. Brian P. Havens 
Unassigned 

Attention Provisional 
Workers & those preparing 
for Ordination/Consecration 

In-Service Training Day 
Tuesday, October 25, 2016 

9:30 AM-3:30 PM 
Delta Lake Bible Conf. Center 
8912 Turin Rd., Rome, NY 13440 

§ Personal Finance and 
Tax Matters  
Mr. Keith Andryshak, CPA 

§ Peacemaking and  
Conflict Resolution 
Rev. Scott T. Wolf 

An invitation also is extended to 
all District Official Workers and 
spouses for Cont. Education. 
Register at www.nedcma.org. 

Clergy Appreciation Month! 

To every pastor, official worker 
and spouse in the Northeastern 
District, our Office Team says a 
heartfelt ñTHANK YOU.ò  Please 
know that you are deeply appre-
ciated and highly revered for your 
sacrificial and faithful service not 
only in October but all year long. 
We are praying for you! 

Rev. Greg A. and Denise R. 
Wolters 

Interim Pastor at Crown Alliance 
Church, Cortland, NY 
41 Pembleton Pl. Lot 162 
Waverly, NY 14892 
315-237-9864 cell 

preachergregwolters@gmail.com 

W E L C O M E ! 

Mr. Matthew J. and Melanie M. 
Thornton 

Pastor at Riverside Alliance 
Church, Walton, NY 

89 Liberty St., Walton, NY 13856 
607-242-4368 cell 

mashoeabc@gmail.com 

Childrenôs Ministries Workshop Day 
With Melissa MacDonald 
Saturday, October 22, 2016 

10 am ï 3 pm 

Beartown Road Alliance Church 
21 Beartown Road 

Painted Post, NY 14870 

10-11:00 Make Every Minute Count  
11:15-12:30 The Art of Story 
Lunch (bring your own or eat  
 locally) 
1:30-3 Making Your Curriculum 
 Work for You 

Please RSVP by October 14th to 
Kristin Swan 
607-368-7041 or 

 kaswan@stny.rr.com 

Praise & Prayer, October 26, 2016 

Join President Stumbo, the Board of 
Directors, and the greater Alliance 
family for the next Alliance Praise 
and Prayer gathering at 7:00 p.m. 
(EDT) hosted by Grace Church, 
Middleburg Heights, OH.  
BULLETIN INSERT 

www.cmalliance.org/events 

District & Prayer Conference 
April 3-5, 2017 

Auburn Alliance Church 

Alliance Council 
May 30-June 4, 2017 
Columbus, OH 

Registration opens Oct. 3 

ALLIANCE BENEFITS 

REMINDER: All NED Official 
Workers are eligible to partici-
pate in the Alliance Health Plan. 
For enrollment information, visit 
www.alliancebenefits.org  
or call 1-800-700-2651 
Option 1 for Healthcare 
Option 2 for 403(b) Plan 

http://nedcma.org/news--events/in-service-training
http://nedcma.org/news--events/in-service-training
mailto:kaswan@stny.rr.com
http://www.cmalliance.org/events/2016/praise-and-prayer/oct-2016-flyer.pdf
http://www.cmalliance.org/events/2016/praise-and-prayer/
http://cmalliance.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8dd27291a5f89271c20b54557&id=5459cc8cd8&e=6a7db682cd
http://www.alliancebenefits.org/2016/08/23/about-health-exchanges/?ct=t(enews_0621167_18_2016)&goal=0_ec631cf56e-e9db73a54d-405574539&mc_cid=e9db73a54d&mc_eid=6a7db682cd
http://www.alliancebenefits.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/The-Benefits-of-the-CMA-403b-Plan.pdf?ct=t(enews_0621167_18_2016)&goal=0_ec631cf56e-e9db73a54d-405574539&mc_cid=e9db73a54d&mc_eid=6a7db682cd
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 {ŀƭƭȅ CǊȅ 
aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ 

Alliance Polity Course Weekend Intensive 
Friday, November 18

th
 6:00 pm ï Saturday, November 19

th
 6:00 pm 

Delta Lake Bible Conference Center ï Main Lodge Lobby 

The Alliance Polity course will be offered as a weekend intensive for anyone needing this 
course to fulfill ordination/consecration requirements, Ministerial Study Program requirements 
(MSP 203 and 204), International Worker requirements, or Alliance accreditation requirements.  
This will be offered again in the spring with the dates to be determined.  The required readings 
and assignments will be sent when the registration is received. Register online by November 4, 
2016 at: http://nedcma.org/news--events/weekend-polity.  

 
Change Your Community through Job Fairs  
Wednesday, November 2

nd
 from 9:30 am ï 3:00 pm at DLBCC 

The Rome Alliance Church has held several community job fairs in the past two years which 
have resulted in opening doors into the community.  Pastor Bryce Baldwin, Rome Alliance 
Church Lead Pastor, is coordinating a one day training on how churches can host a job fair in 
their own communities.  This training is open to all who are interested at a cost of $15 payable 
on the day of training.  Please contact Pastor Bryce if you are interested in attending at 
bryce@romealliancechurch.org.  

 
Strength Deployment Inventory (SDI) Training 

Do you enjoy building relationships and helping others grow? Do you like getting things done 
and moving forward with your goals? Are you motivated by understanding the systems and 
details of a project and getting the right result? Or perhaps all of these provide motivation for 
you depending on the situation. The SDI tool is an inventory which focuses on how we respond 
to life when things are going well, and also how we respond when things are not going well.  
This spring, we will offer opportunities for interested men and women to receive training to be 
certified to use this inventory in local church ministries. Please contact me (sfry@nedcma.org) 
if you are interested in receiving information about the training to use in individual discipleship 
meetings or with groups.  Based on the response, training dates and locations will be selected. 

CAMA Disaster Relief  

As our District Disaster Response Coordinator, Iôll be connecting with the churches in our dis-
trict to provide information on how to help through CAMA services when disasters or tragedies 
occur.  Gary Fairchild, the Director of Global Disaster Relief for CAMA Services is working with 
all Alliance districts to coordinate resources for disaster relief.  Gary stated, ñWhen a disaster 
or tragedy strikes a community, local churches are often some of the first to respond and help 
those in need. Several Alliance churches have experience responding to disasters. When they 
occurred, many church members offered their expertise and service.  Among those volunteers 
were Disaster Response Managers, doctors, paramedics, EMTs, carpenters, stonemasons, 
plumbers, electricians, and scores of other skilled and non-skilled volunteers.ò  CAMA is work-
ing with each district to create a database of individuals who are willing to help out when disas-
ters occur locally or throughout the US.  If you are interested or know of others in your church 
who would be interested, please let me know. 

http://nedcma.org/news--events/weekend-polity
mailto:bryce@romealliancechurch.org
mailto:sfry@nedcma.org
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 L ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ мл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘ ǿƘŜƴ L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ 
ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ CǳƴŘ όD/Cύ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƛǧƭŜ ǊŜŘ-ōǊƛŎƪ !ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ {ƻǳǘƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƛƴ 
[ƻŎƪǇƻǊǘΣ b¸Φ  L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜΣ 
ǘƘŜ ƴƛŎƪŜƭ ƻǊ ŘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾŜπ
ƭƻǇŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ƳŀǊƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ 
ΨaƛǎǎƛƻƴǎΦΩ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊƭŘ-ǿƛŘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ŀƴŘ aƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ 
!ƭƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǝƳŜ - ŦƻǊ 
ǎƛȄ ŘŜŎŀŘŜǎΗ 
 ²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴƅǳŜƴŎŜ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƎƛǾπ
ƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ D/CΚ  ²Ƙȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ 
ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΚ ²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǇŀǊπ
Ŝƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ aŀǧΦ нуΥму-нл ǿŀǎ 
ƻƴŜ ŦŀŎǘƻǊΦ  !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎ ōƻǘƘ ŀǘ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƘƻƳŜ τ
[ƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ ŜȄǇŜπ
ǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƴǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳπ
ƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ WŜǎǳǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƻ Iƛǎ DǊŜŀǘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΦ hŦ 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŜȄǘŜǊƴŀƭ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƴŜũŜŎǝǾŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ 
ȅƻǳƴƎǎǘŜǊΦ  !ǎ L ƎǊŜǿ ƛƴ ƳŀǘǳǊƛǘȅ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ L 
ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴǎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ τ
ǘƘŀǘ IŜ ŘŜǎƛǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ 
ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ {ƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘ ǿƘƻ ŘƛŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
/Ǌƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƻǎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘƻǎƻŜǾŜǊ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ 
ƛƴ IƛƳΣ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǘŜǊƴŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΦ  !ƴŘ ǎƻΣ Ƴȅ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ CǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ 
ǿƻǊƭŘ-ǿƛŘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎΦ 
 IŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ŦŜƭǘ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ D/CΣ ōǳǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ȅƻǳ ƘŀŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ 
ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƛƊ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ ǎƳŀƭƭΚ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ŜǾŜǊ ǿƛǎƘ 
ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ǉǳǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ȊŜǊƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŎƘŜŎƪΣ ōǳǘ ŦŜƭǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŬƴŀƴŎŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ƛǘΚ  
aƛƎƘǘ ƛǘ ōŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ 

ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ŀǎ IŜ ŎŀǊŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƎƛǾŜǎ ƛǘΚ {ƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎƛƊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ƛƳǇŀŎǘΦ  DƻŘ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ǘǳǊƴ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŦŜŀǎǘΦ   
 ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ L ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ-ƭƛŦŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ 
όŀƎŀƛƴύ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƳǳƭǝǇƭȅƛƴƎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎƛƊΦ WƻƘƴ .ŜŎƪǘŜƭΣ ŀ /ϧa! Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴπ
ŀǊȅ ǘƻ IƻƴƎ YƻƴƎΣ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀǊǘ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ 
ŎŀƳǇ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ  ! ōŀƴƪπ
ǊǳǇǘ ƳǳƭǝƳƛƭƭƛƻƴ-ŘƻƭƭŀǊ ƘƻǘŜƭ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜΦ  IŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƴ 
ƻũŜǊ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜŘ 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ƴŜŜŘΦ .ǳǘ ƴƻ ƻƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǊŜπ
ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ IƻƴƎ YƻƴƎ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ƻƴŜ Řŀȅ 

ƘŜ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƭŜǧŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƎƛǊƭ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ Ϸм ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ǎŀȅπ
ƛƴƎ ǎƘŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƘƛƳ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƘŜǊ ƛŎŜ 
ŎǊŜŀƳ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇΦ  
WƻƘƴ .ŜŎƪǘŜƭ ǇǊŀȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƪ 
ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ Ϸм ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ 
ŎƭƻǎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǝƻƴ ŘŜŎƛŘπ
ŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ Ϸм ŀǎ Ŧǳƭƭ Ǉŀȅπ

ƳŜƴǘΗ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳǇ ŬǊǎǘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘΣ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊ ммсΣллл ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǇǘπ
ŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ WƻƘƴ Ƙŀǎ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ƳŜǘ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ΨŎŀƳǇŜǊǎΩ 
ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘŜƭƭ ƘƛƳ άL ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ {ǳŜƴ-
5ƻǳƘ ŎŀƳǇ ŀƴŘ ƳŜǘ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƘŜǊŜέΦ ¢ƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘƻǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ WƻƘƴΩǎ ƻǿƴ ƭƛǇǎΣ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƘǧǇǎΥκκ
ǾƛƳŜƻΦŎƻƳκомфупрлоΦ ¸ƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŜǾŜƴ Ǉƭŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǾƛŘŜƻ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŀƭƭΦ 
 .Ŝ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀǧŜǊǎΦ DƻŘ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ 
ƎƛƊ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦ ƎƭƻǊȅΦ LǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ 
ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎΦ {ŜŜƪ ƘƛƳΣ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƘƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ 
ƭƻǾŜ ƘƛƳ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ !ƊŜǊ ŀƭƭ DƻŘ ƭƻǾŜǎ 
ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΗ όн /ƻǊΦ фΥтύΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜ ŀ 
ǎǇŜŎǘŀǘƻǊ - ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀƳŜΗ 

!ƴƻƴȅƳƻǳǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊ 

{ƻƳŜǝƳŜǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎƛƊǎ 

Ŏŀƴ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

ƛƳǇŀŎǘΦ  DƻŘ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ 

ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ƻũŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

ǘǳǊƴ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ŦŜŀǎǘΦ   

https://vimeo.com/31984503
https://vimeo.com/31984503
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I looked around the room 

this weekend at the women at-

tending the NED GCW Fall Re-

focus on Missions retreat and I 

saw a representation of 38 dif-

ferent Alliance churches; which 

is half of our district churches.  

It was nice to see old friends, as 

well as meeting some new ones 

too.   

One of the reasons I 

would love to see more women 

attend these retreats is because 

I believe that their attendance 

helps their local church.  As 

they come and hear the differ-

ent International Workers share 

their experiences, as well as 

hearing from different speakers 

from local churches it sparks a 

desire to do ministry in their 

own church.   

When they come to get 

refocused and refreshed, they 

leave ready to plunge in and do 

their part to further Godõs king-

dom.  They start to develop a 

heart for the things of God.  And 

that spark is what will help our 

local pastors as they work to 

reach their communities for 

Christ.  Iõve heard many com-

ments from different women 

that attended Fall Refocus this 

past weekend.  What Iõve heard 

from almost every single one 

was that they loved the speak-

ers because it gave them ideas 

of what they could do in their 

own churches, as well as contin-

uing to support overseas mis-

sions. 

My desire as Director of 

the Northeastern District Great 

Commission Women is to see 

increased involvement so that 

as a district, we are working to-

gether to bring the Good News 

to a hurting world.  As a pas-

torõs wife and womenõs ministry 

leader in my own church, I am 

always encouraged when the 

ladies in my church attend a 

GCW-led retreat because they 

come back with new ideas and 

enthusiasm to reach out in our 

community.  

 I want to urge pastors 

and ministry leaders in our 

churches to support Great Com-

mission Women.  Encourage 

your ladies to attend a retreat.  

Doing so will help your ladies 

develop a heart for missions 

overseas, as well as enthusiasm 

for reaching out to those in their 

own circle of influence.  

Serving With You, 

          Terri  

Mrs. Terri A. Groh 
Director, NED GCW 

Hey, everybody!! Iõm a puppet with 
a three-part folding theater on 
wheels, many scripts, props, and a 
bunch of puppet friends who are 
looking for a new church home.  

Two of three modules shown.  6ôH. Identical module 
for left side. Closes, locks and rolls away for storage. 

If you have someone in your 
church who is interested in 
starting or upgrading a pup-
pet ministry, please contact 
Carlyle Kilmore of Rome Alli-
ance Church at (315) 337-
7003 by November 12.  Bring 
a truck and a friend. A dona-
tion of any amount would be 
greatly appreciated! 
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     ñMany of us are trying to place 
more emphasis on changing peo-
ple from the perspective of the 
heart,ò says Steve Viars, 
ñchanging in a way that really in-
teracts with the nuances of the 
gospel, and changing in a way 
that is not merely principle-based, 
but Christ-centered.ò 
     Transforming people from the 
inside-out, in community with oth-
er believers, by the guidance of 
the Scriptures, and through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. Thatôs a 
fantastic description of disciple-
making, and itôs how Steve Viars 
sees Biblical Counseling. ñBiblical 
counseling is the process of the 
church helping people change in 
a way that is Christ-centered, 
gospel-saturated, and biblically-
based.ò 
     Dr. Viars is the Senior Pastor 
of Faith Church in Lafayette, Indi-
ana, where he has served for 25 
years, and is the Keynote Speak-
er for Training Ground 2017, the 

Northeastern Districtôs premiere 
Disciplemaking training work-
shop. He is the co-author of two 
books with Robert Kellemen, in-
cluding 2011ôs ñPutting Your Past 
in Its Place: Moving Forward in 
Freedom and Forgiveness.ò He is 
a frequent conference speaker, 
husband to Kris since 1982, and 
father to three children. He has 
his D. Min from Westminster The-
ological Seminary. 
     Dr. Viars will lay out a vision 
for counseling as disciplemaking, 
focus our attention on the Biblical 
grounding for using the Scriptures 
in transforming lives, and walk us 
through some of the ñhard casesò 
that many of us will encounter in 
our ongoing ministry. He will 
close our day out with an exami-
nation of how Biblical transfor-
mation is the goal not just of one 
ministry in the church, but of the 
Church as a whole. 
     Training Ground 2017 will be a 
powerful equipping workshop for 

people engaged in making disci-
ples of adults, of teens, and of 
children. In addition to Rev. Viars, 
we are featuring Teen Disciple-
making speakers Kenny and Elle 
Campbell and Childrenôs Disciple-
making speaker Melissa MacDon-
ald. Itôs a whole-day training 
workshop near Buffalo, NY on 
January 28, 2017. It costs just 
$30 if you register before January 
1, and you can only register at 
TrainingGroundNED.com, starting 
October 1.  
     Bring your entire disciplemak-
ing team: Elders, Pastors, Sun-
day School teachers, youth work-
ers, Childrenôs Church folks, 
Small Group Leaders, anyone 
who is engaged in making disci-
ples of any age. And invite folks 
from sister churches in your town! 
We are all on the same team! 
     Transformation of the life 
through the heart! Itôs making Dis-
ciples, one at a time. 


